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Australian and New Zealand Forensic Science Society – National Branch


Firstly, I would like to extend my thanks to current executive and our public officer, Anna Davey, who have been working this year to progress the Society.  Although we have not held many executive meetings, we have been working away in the background.  By the end of the next symposium in 2010, Qld will have held the National Executive for 8 years and the current executive will not be standing again for re-election.  I am currently seeking nominations from members of other states who would like to take on this exciting and challenging role.  Although the formal election will not be held until the Symposium in 2010, now is the time to start preparing for the change over.
Symposiums

Planning for the 2010 symposium in Sydney is well under way. Prospective presenters are now able to submit their abstracts for consideration and some other dates to remember that have recently announced include:
The deadline for Receipt of Abstracts: 24 February 2010

Authors Notified of Abstract Acceptance: 19 May 2010

Applications for National Travel Scholarships close: 28 May 2010

Early Bird Registration Deadline: 2 June 2010
National Travel Scholarships announced: 25 June 2010

Symposium Opens: 5 September 2010

Negotiations are currently underway to find a conference organiser for the 2012 Symposium which will be held in Hobart.
Merchandise, 
Our merchandise arrangement with Watchout Concepts continues to work well and we are constantly reviewing and adding to our range.  We recently held a run-out sale to get rid of old stock that was not moving so well.  There is still a small amount of the older polo & t-shirts shirts going out at very cheap prices. 

As an example of how well our merchandise has been received, over $4,000 worth of merchandise was sold at the 2008 Symposium with a third of that amount being returned to the local branch as profit.

We are currently working with Watchout Concepts to develop a Web site which will allow members to view the products that are available and for Branches to place orders.  When we can work out a way to allow members only to order merchandise directly, we will also include this facility.  This will require the formation of an Australia wide register of members, which is at present, difficult to set up and manage with the way the Branches are organised.
Membership / Branches

The Northern Territory recently opened a new Branch and currently has approximately 20 members.  I would like to congratulate Andy Telfer on being the driving force behind forming the new branch.  Andy has been a long time supporter of ANZFSS and has recently moved to NT to take up the Director of Forensic Services position.  

Other Branches continue to hold meetings on a regular basis, with SA, ACT and NSW appearing to be the most active Branches at the moment.  Tasmania is also undergoing something of a revival with a new committee, keen to hold meetings and run the next Symposium.
Code of Ethics
It was recently pointed out by our Public officer that the ANZFSS Code of Ethics has been in place for quite a few years now and is probably due for a revamp.  I am keen to set up a working party to review the current code and make any necessary changes.  Something that members may not be aware of, is that a number of years ago SMANZFL adopted the ANZFSS Code of Ethics and this code applies to all forensic officers who are employed by Govternment laboratories.
Affiliations

We have had a number of approaches from publishers and other societies wishing to affiliate with our Society.  I see this as a measure of our success, in particular at our Symposiums, which continue to be our strength.  We will have to manage these associations carefully in the future to ensure that the benefit to the Society is equivalent to the benefit gained by those wishing to affiliate with us.  Currently these affiliations are negotiated with no cost to the Society or the affiliated organisation.  Members of both organisations are able to attend meetings at member rates and affiliated members hold no voting rights.
Awards / Travel Scholarships

This year we did not actively promote the Alan Hodda Travel Scholarship.  As a result, we did not receive any applications, which is interesting considering that there is almost $5,000 on offer for travel or research.  The successful applicant also is guaranteed to attend and present at the next Symposium.  For the information of all, the Alan Hodda Travel Scholarship is open to all full and student members and applications close on the last Friday in August each year.  Application forms are available from the website.
National Speaker – Megan Rowe

The national executive continues to support the National Speaker Program.  This year, Superintendent Megan Rowe from the Northern Territory attended meetings in each of the Branches in Australia and New Zealand to deliver her version of events that occurred during the Falconio investigation.  Megan graciously gave up her time and sanity to undertake a punishing tour of each of the Branches to deliver her talk and we are in her debt for her dedication to the cause.  I would like to encourage any members who know of a worthwhile speaker that would be appropriate for a National tour, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the executive.  
Finally, I would like to wish all of the members of ANZFSS a safe and happy Christmas.
Sincerely 

Bill Crick

President

Australian and New Zealand Forensic Science Society, Inc
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